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JAN /  FEB /  NOV /  DEC 
9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

MAR / OCT  
9 a.m. – 7 p.m.

APR /  SEP 
9 a.m. – 8 p.m.

MAY /  JUN /  JUL /  AUG 
9 a.m. – 9 p.m.

N O T E :  B O O T  L A K E  N A T U R E  P R E S E R V E 
C L O S E S 1  H R B E F O R E A L L  O T H E R PA R K S

P L A N 
Y O U R 
V I S I T

ñ

H O U R S

[  S U B JE C T T O C H A N G E W I T H O U T N O T I C E ]

O F F I C E

 MON-FRI 
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

[C L O S E D W E E K E N D S +  C O U N T Y H O L ID AY S ]

 LOCATION 
211 W. L incoln Avenue  
Goshen, IN 46526-3280

PHONE 
574-535-6458

E L K H A R TE L K H A R T
C O U N T YC O U N T Y
P A R K SP A R K S
. O R G

T R AIL  INFOçTreasure Island
56226 ARMOUR AVE .  •  ELK HAR T,  IN

ACRES :  4

17477 C .R .  4 6 •  NE W PARIS ,  IN

ACRES :  35 8

River Preserve

53 373 C .R .  131 •  BRIS T OL ,  IN

ACRES :  222

Bonneyville Mill

Boot Lake
514 3 0 C .R .  3  •  ELK HAR T,  IN

ACRES :  3 00

3 0680 C .R .  8  •  ELK HAR T,  IN

ACRES :  84

Cobus Creek

Elkhart County 
Historical Museum 
3 04 W.  V IS T UL A S T.  •  BRIS T OL ,  IN
 TUES – SAT  •  9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Pumpkinvine Nature Trail
COUN T Y-WIDE •  SEE  WEBSI T E  FOR ACCES S P OIN T S

MILES :  16 .5

2 3 03 3 C .R .  4 5 •  GOSHEN ,  IN

ACRES :  200

Ox Bow

Corson Riverwoods
12773 C .R .  12 •  MIDDLEBURY,  IN

ACRES :  82
3e l k h a r t c o u n t y p a r k s . o r g



FRIENDS OF THE  
ELKHART COUNTY PARKS

MEMBERS  / Judy Ferrell, Larry Ford,  
Patricia Frank, Carol Rayl

luvanurse443
Bonneyville Mill

O N  T H E  C O V E R  /  B O N N E Y V I L L E  /  P H O T O  B Y  J O S H U A  P E T R I L L O

# E L K H A R T C O U N T Y PA R K S
Instagrammer luvanurse443 

snapped this delightful Dahlia at 

the garden in front of the mill.   

Our Mission
I N S P I R I N G  C O N N E C T I O N S  w i t h  C U LT U R E  a n d  N AT U R E

ELKHART COUNTY 
PARK BOARD

PRESIDENT  / Klaus Mueller 
VICE PRESIDENT  / Karin Frey 

SECRETARY  / Karen Mackowiak 
MEMBERS  / Robert Kelly, Larry Andrews,  

John Hardy, & Will Wilson

ELKHART COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS
PRESIDENT  / Brad Rogers 

VICE PRESIDENT  / Suzie Weirick 
MEMBER  / Bob Barnes

ELKHART COUNTY 
COUNCIL MEMBERS

DISTRICT 1  / Douglas S. Graham 
DISTRICT 2  / Randall D. Yohn 

DISTRICT 3  / Darryl J. Riegsecker 
DISTRICT 4  / David L. Hess 
AT LARGE  / Adam Bujalski 
AT LARGE  / Thomas Stump 

AT LARGE  / Steven Clark

ELKHART COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PRESIDENT  / Wayne Stubbs 

VICE PRESIDENT  / Dan Boecher 
TREASURER  / John Thompson 
SECRETARY  / Rita Parsons-Rice

211 W. Lincoln Ave. 
Goshen, IN 46526-3280

PHONE  / 574-535-6458 
FAX  / 574-535-6616  
TDD  / 574-535-6420

WEBSITE  / elkhartcountyparks.org 
EMAIL  / parksinfo@elkhartcounty.com

DIRECTOR  / Ronda DeCaire

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF PARK  
OPERATIONS  / Bernard J. Cunningham IV

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF INTERPRETIVE  
SERVICES  / Donny Aleo

ELKHART COUNTY PARKS

THE COMPASS THE COMPASS NEWSLET TER IS  A  B I ANNUAL 
PUBLICATION OF THE ELKHART COUNTY PARKS.

PRODUCTION TEAM

CREATIVE DESIGN / Annie Aguirre

R E S P O N S I B LY  P R I N T E D

P L E A S E   R E C YC L E .
FROM RECYCLED MATER IALS

EDI TOR S  /  Donny Aleo, Annie Aguirre,  
Krista Daniels, Marlene Lantzer, Julie Parke

W
or

th
 S

ha
rin

g

e l k h a r t c o u n t y p a r k s .o r g

@@elkha r tcount ypa rk se l kha r tcount ypa rk s

CONNECT  WITH  US !

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTORS / Ronda DeCaire,  
Courtney Franke, Sarah Gothe, Andy Langdon 
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Warm months remind me that a new 
Warm months remind me that a new season of insects are about to emerge.  
season of insects are about to emerge.  Although most people feel they could live 
Although most people feel they could live without flies, ticks, and mosquitoes, all 
without flies, ticks, and mosquitoes, all insects are the base of the food chain and life 
insects are the base of the food chain and life on earth. Without them, certain parts of our 
on earth. Without them, certain parts of our ecosystem would collapse and pollination of 
ecosystem would collapse and pollination of many crops worldwide would be disrupted. 
many crops worldwide would be disrupted. For many of us who have been fascinated by insects our entire lives, we notice each summer seems to bring fewer 

For many of us who have been fascinated by insects our entire lives, we notice each summer seems to bring fewer 
butterflies and native bees. It is true. Insect populations have been in decline over the past 50 years. At the Elkhart 

butterflies and native bees. It is true. Insect populations have been in decline over the past 50 years. At the Elkhart 
County Parks, we are doing our best to protect and create natural areas for native pollinators. Preserving land, 

County Parks, we are doing our best to protect and create natural areas for native pollinators. Preserving land, 
removing invasive species, planting native trees, and sowing meadows are a few of the things we have been working on. 

removing invasive species, planting native trees, and sowing meadows are a few of the things we have been working on. 
The new Corson Riverwoods County Park is another great example as former cornfield is being 

The new Corson Riverwoods County Park is another great example as former cornfield is being 
transformed into a field of native prairie and more than 7,000 tree seedlings have been planted.

transformed into a field of native prairie and more than 7,000 tree seedlings have been planted.We hope the next time you visit an Elkhart County Park you are 
We hope the next time you visit an Elkhart County Park you are able to take time to notice the little six-legged creatures around 
able to take time to notice the little six-legged creatures around you and appreciate their important role in a healthy ecosystem.
you and appreciate their important role in a healthy ecosystem.

The Elkhart County Park and Recreation 
Board wishes to thank the community for 
their participation in the creation of the 2024-
2028 Elkhart County Parks Five Year Master 
Plan. More than 500 residents took the 
Community Input Survey and dozens more 
attended the public meetings and gave input. 
Reviewing and updating the Master Plan is 
always an important chapter in developing 
the park system for the future.

f
The final plan is a working document for the 
staff and park board to use as a guide for 
developing projects and programs as funding 
opportunities become available. 

You can read the current Master Plan on  
our website at elkhartcountyparks.org

t t
�
Master Plan

Year

Sincerely,Sincerely,

Director of ParksDirector of Parks

ro n da d ec a i r ero n da d ec a i r e
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S E C ON D S00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09

FLASH PATTERNS OF  
INDIANA FIREFLIES

SYMBOL REPRESENTS FEMALE RESPONSE

♀
Little Gray 
Photinus marginellus

♀
Common Eastern
Photinus pyralis 

♀
Say’s 
Pyractomena angulata

♀
Consanguineous 
Photinus consanguineus

♀
Mr. Mac
Photinus macdermotti

Variable Triple-Flash
Photuris versicolor

Marsh Imp
Pyractomena lucifera ♀

Similar
Photinus consimilis ♀

A
P
R
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A
P
R
IL
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Q What is a  
solar eclipse?

A A solar eclipse occurs when the moon passes 
between the earth and the sun, temporarily block-

ing the light, either fully or partially. This year, on April 8, 
we will be very close to witnessing a total eclipse here 
in Elkhart County. Due to the alignment and our viewing 
angle, we will only see 98% coverage, however. To see full 
coverage or totality, you will have to travel further south. 
Always wear eye protection when viewing an eclipse as 
damage to your eyes could occur from direct sun viewing. 

Q I sometimes see two bright lights to the 
right and left of the sun. What is that?

A This phenomenon is called a "sun dog." These 
bright spots are caused by the refraction of the 

sun’s rays off ice crystals in the atmosphere. It most 
commonly occurs when the sun is close to the hori-
zon and can be an indicator that rain is on the way.  
It can appear as a halo or ring around the sun and can 
form around the moon, if the conditions are just right. 

Q What exactly are the northern lights?  
Are we able to see them in Indiana?

A The northern lights or aurora borealis are caused by 
electrically charged particles released by the sun 

called solar flares. Most of these particles are reflected 
away from earth by the earth’s magnetic field but some 

escape into the earth’s atmosphere and interact with the 
gasses there. These interactions create the bright lights 
we see in the sky. Oxygen gases light up as green, which 
is the most common color seen. Nitrogen lights up as blue, 
red or pink, and neon lights up as orange. If conditions are 
just right, we do occasionally see the aurora in Indiana, 
though it is most common nearest to the north and south 
poles, where the earth's magnetic field is the strongest.

Q What is a blue moon?  
Is it actually blue?

A There are two kinds of blue moons – seasonal 
and monthly. Neither refer to the actual color, 

but rather their timing and frequency outside the once-
a-month format that is typical for the moon cycle. 
A seasonal blue moon is the fourth full moon that 
occurs during a season of the year and a monthly blue 
moon is a second full moon that occurs within a single 
month. Regardless of the kind, both occur every 2-3 
years. Our next blue moon will occur on May 31, 2026.

•  B Y  T H E  I N T E R P R E T I V E  N A T U R A L I S T  T E A M  •
ASK A NATURALIST sky + weatherASK A NATURALIST p h e n o m e n a( )

HAVE A NATURE QUESTION ?
S H O O T  U S  A N  E M A I L  A T  
PARKSINFO@ELKHAR T COUN T Y.COM
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Spring ephemerals are a good challenge to 
walk slowly and look patiently. Try taking a walk 
in the woods to find each of these small wonders: 

As spring temperatures rise, we likely get the urge 
to bask outdoors. A 45° day might seem warm, but 
back in autumn, that same temperature may have 
made you shiver. This magic trick of perspective 
is called acclimation. Throughout winter, our 
bodies become accustomed to the cold. A temper-
ature that gives a feeling of warmth in spring, 
our summer-warmed skin would find chilly. 

April 8th will be the next opportunity to experience 
a solar eclipse, which happens when the moon 
passes between the sun and earth, casting a 
temporary shadow from the light of day. Here in 
Elkhart County, we will see 98% of the eclipse.  
For a total eclipse we will have to travel a few 
counties to the south. It is important to not look at the 
sun unless wearing certified solar viewing glasses. 

The Elkhart River is a vital 
part of our ecosystem. 
Some of the creatures that 
live in the river are called  
macroinvertebrates, 
and each has a differ-
ent tolerance to pollution. 
Try finding a snail shell 
by the river and hold it in 
your hand with the tip of 
the shell pointed away 
from you and the opening 
towards you. If the opening 
is on the right, that snail 
species is very sensitive to 
pollution. Their presence 
tells us the water is healthy. 

•  Harbinger  
of Spring

• Bloodroot
• Hepatica
• Trillium
• Twin Leaf

• Spring Beauty
•  Dutchman's 

Breeches
•  Jack-in-the-

Pulpit
•  Cutleaf 

toothwort

•  Mayapple
 •  Large-

flowered 
Bellwort

• Trout Lily

• Wild Ginger

S P A C E
Each summer, earth passes through debris 
the comet Swift-Tuttle left in our orbital path. 
Meteors  light on fire as they enter earth's 
atmosphere, creating a light display of shoot-
ing stars. If you find yourself wishing for 
a way to celebrate this phenomenon with 
other people, check out the Perseids Party at 
Bonneyville Mill County Park on August 9th. 

jack-in-
the-pulpit

TROUT
LILY

TRILLUIM
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NO-BAKE 
ENERGY BITES
[  M A K E S  2 0 - 2 5  ]

'
R E C I P E

• 1 Cup Rolled Oats  
(Bonneyville Mill Scottish  
Oats Work Great !)

• ½ Cup Creamy  
Nut or Seed Butter 
(Peanut, Almond, Sunflower,  
Cashew, Hazelnut)

• ½ Cup Ground Flaxseed
• 1/3 Cup Natural Sweetener 

(Honey, Agave Maple Syrup)

  Stir all ingredients in a large 
mixing bowl.

  Cover bowl and chill in fridge 
for 1-2 hours, or until the 
mixture is firm (This will help 
the mixture stick together in 
the next step).

 Roll mixture into 1-inch balls.
  Serve immediately or store in 

a sealed container in the fridge 
for up to 1 week or freezer for  
up to 3 months.

[  D I R E C T I O N S  ]

MERLIN

OUTDOOR  
A P P S

The idea of using your phone to enjoy the 

outdoors may sound like a weird concept, 

but for many of our park naturalists,  

a smartphone app can be just as handy as 

bringing along a compass or pocket field 

guide. Here are a few of our favorites.

Ever wanted to go find a specific 
bird? This app does just that. Birders 
can see a list of birds recently seen in 
their area, along with a map of GPS 
pins where each was found. Use the 
"Browse by Location" section to find 
out what birds have been observed 
at a specific site and what months 
they are most frequently found there.

Seek's big sister, iNaturalist is part 
field guide, part research network. It 
uses the same I.D. tools as Seek, but 
lets you to share your observations 
with the community. Even if you're 
not 100% sure on an I.D. , fellow 
iNaturalists will help confirm or make 
alternate suggestions, so it's a great 
way to quickly learn new species.

A handy guide to better understand 
all that "weird weather" we've been 
hav ing . Cloud-a-Day walks you 
through the different clouds types, 
how to pick them apart, and what 
weather is tied to them. Along with 
cool visuals and info on curious weather 
phenomena, this app will definitely 
broaden your v iew of the sk ies .

A field guide for pretty much every-

thing, Seek is fantastic to have 

on hand while out exploring and 

getting familiar with the flora and 

fauna you encounter. The photo I.D. 

tool is surprisingly accurate and 

suggests species based on visual 

field marks and nearby observations.

🌠

FOR 
BUDDING 
BIRDERS

FOR 
SKY 

WATCHERS

FOR 
NATURE 
FINDERS

Merlin is designed to coach birders 

of every level on the dif ferent 

ways to identify birds. A step-by-

step guide walks you through your 

mystery bird I.D. by size, shape, 

color, and behavior. The app can 

also detect a species by photo, or by 

the sounds your phone mic picks up.

This app quickly pinpoints the light 
sources and I.D.s the closest stars and 
planets using your phone's camera. The 
map displays objects within your visual 
range, making it easy to track down 
what you're actually seeing in the sky. 
Once centered onscreen, a caption 
reveals what object you're looking 
at, or you can tap it for more info.

B A S E  M I X T U R E :

[ For Crunch ]
• ¼ Cup Diced Nuts 

(Almond, Macademia, 
Cashew, Walnut, Hazenut)

• 2/3 Cup Shredded Coconut
• 1 Tbsp. Seeds ( Chia, Sesame,  

Hemp, Pumpkin, Sunf lower)

[ For Sweet ]
• ½ Cup Chocolate Chips  

or Mini Candy Pieces  
(M&Ms, Peanut Butter Cups,  
Chocolate Bars, Cookie Crumbles )

[ For Zest ]
• ¼ Cup Dried Fruit  

( Blueberries, Raisins, Cranberries,  
Strawberries, Cherries, Apples,  
Banana, Mango, Apricot, Dates, Etc.)

• 1 Tbsp. Lemon Zest or Juice

[ Seasonings ]
• Pinch of Seasonings  

(Vanilla, Cinnamon, Pumpkin  
Spice, Sea Salt, Cacao Powder, etc.)

A D D - O N S  (2  C U P S): 
Mix and match any of the 
ingredients below to make 
the perfect snack. Adjust 
proportions to taste, but keep 
the add-on mix under 2 cups.

SK Y VIEW

BIRDSEYE INATURALIST CLOUD-
A - D AY

SEEK
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IN    the fall of 2023, the Elkhart 
County Parks opened the 

gates to Corson Riverwoods County 
Park and welcomed walkers and 
nature browsers to the newest 
addition of the County Parks. 
The concept of the park grew in 
its infancy as a gift from the late 
Mr. Tom Corson, the founder of 
Coachmen and a local philanthropist. 
He gifted the 82 acres of property 
to the Elkhart County Parks in 

2018, a year before he passed away.
Over the past five years the 
department has been raising funds 
by writing grants and seeking donors, 
as well as designing and developing 
the property. The pandemic delayed 
some of the grant releases and 
construction, but the project moved 
forward with the completion of the 
parking lot and looped trails in the 
fall of 2023.

C O R S O N  R I V E R W O O D S
B Y  R O N D A  D E C A I R E ,  D I R E C T O R

Over the coming year, new additions will take place such as the installation of 
a Pollinator Playpath, which includes a series of four play areas along a mile 
walking route to help families move together, as well as a modern restroom, 
small shelter, picnic areas, and interpretive signage.

The park is located at the junction of County Road 37 and County Road 12, 
northwest of Middlebury.
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O S T R I C H  F E R N 
& W I L D  G I N G E R 

F O U N D  S P E C I E S
S I G N S  O F  A  H E A L T H Y  E C O S Y S T E M

V E S P E R  S P A R R O W

The presence of certain species can be a 
sign of a healthy habitat. While there is still 
much restoration work to do at Corson, 
here are a few species seen on-site that are 
promising for the future health of the park:

S K U N K  C A B B A G ES O L I T A R Y  S A N D P I P E R

M A R S H  M A R I G O L DL A R G E  O W L  P E L L E T S

A C T I V E  N E S T  O F  A 
R E D - T A I L E D  H A W K

V O L U N T E E R 
― D A Y ― 

A U G U S T  1 0 
1 0  A M – 1 2  P M

R E G I S T E R  B Y : 
A U G U S T  5

W O R K  W I T H  P A R K 
S T A F F  T O  C L E A N  U P 
I N  T H E  W O O D S  O F 
O U R  N E W E S T  P A R K 
P R O P E R T Y .  P L A N 
T O  B R I N G  W A T E R , 
W O R K  G L O V E S ,  A N D 
I N S E C T  R E P E L L A N T . 
S N A C K S  W I L L  B E 

P R O V I D E D .

S C A N  C O D E 
T O  S I G N  U P !

r

W A N T  T O  H E L P 
T H E S E  S P E C I E S 

T H R I V E ?  H E L P  U S 
R E S T O R E  T H E I R 

H A B I T A T  A T  O U R 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T .
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At its core, history that leaves a lasting 
impact is an ongoing process of asking 
questions. Historians investigate, evaluate, 
and question sources to create as complete 
an understanding of the past as possible.  
As time passes, new sources are often 
discovered that call for a reexamination of 
what we believe. It is through this reexami-
nation that historians validate or revise our 
perceptions of history.

Clues Through the Lens encourages visitors 
to participate actively in this process. Using 
the museum’s image collection, museum 
staff selected pieces that document our 
past and have examined them with the 
most up-to-date knowledge of sources 
and information. Visitors to the exhibit are 

encouraged to think about how they view 
these images and the thoughts they spark 
in their minds.

Themes explored in the exhibit include 
values, perceptions, and changing land-
scapes. The exhibit outlines the history of 
photography and includes several interact-
ive features such as a matching game to help 
people date photos, photo puzzles, and an 
invitation to write captions for interesting 
images from the collection. Also in the 
gallery will be a computer station for delving 
deeper into the museum’s photo collect-
ion through our site on Indiana Memory:  
https://indianamemory.contentdm.oclc.org/
digital/collection/p16066coll63

ECHM invites you to visit the museum and 

check out Clues Through the Lens, which 

will be open though 2026. It may just 

change how you understand our history. 

Underwriting for Clues Through the 

Lens provided by the Elkhart County 

Convention and Visitors Bureau, Robert 

Weed Corporation, Mr. Bob Martin / 

THOR Industries, Centier Bank, and the 

Elkhart County Historical Society.

C L U E S  
T H R O U G H  
THE LENS
D O I N G  G O O D  H I S T O R Y  I S  A N  O N G O I N G  P R O C E S S  O F  A S K I N G 

Q U E S T I O N S. P H O T O C O L L E C T I O N S C A N B E E S P E C I A L LY E VO C AT I V E , 

B O T H A NS W E R I NG A N D SPA R K I NG QU E ST IONS A B OU T T H E PA ST. T H I S 

I S  T H E B I G  I D E A T H AT U N D E R P I N S  T H E N E W E S T E X H I B I T  AT  T H E 

E L K H A RT C OU N T Y H I S T OR IC A L M USE U M, C LU E S T H RO U G H T H E L E N S .

This photograph shows a holiday 

celebration in Elkhart. Notice 

Santa in the foreground. When 

you visit Clues Through the Lens, 

you can explore clues like clothing 

to date this and other images.

B Y  T H E  M U S E U M  T E A M                    
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BONNE
YVILLE MILL

DURUM WHEAT BARLEY TRITICALE BLUE CORN

– l i m i t e d  e d i t i o n – 
BONNEYVILLE 
M I L L  F L O U R

Phone
5 7 4 . 8 2 5 . 9 3 2 4

Mill  Hours
T U E S D A Y – S U N D A Y  

1 0  a . m . – 5  p . m .
A P R I L  1 6
 — T H R U —

N O V E M B E R  1 0

5 3 3 7 3  C . R .1 3 1 
B R I S T O L ,  I N

Address

The hardest of the hard 
wheats. It has a relatively 
high protein content but 
is not the best choice for 
recipes that use yeast 
as the leavening agent. 
Modern food industries 
use durum to produce a 
variety of pasta and pizza 
dough. With a slightly 
nutty, wheat flavor, Durum 
is a good source of protein, 
phosphorous, magnesium, 
manganese, and selenium.

If you have visited Bonneyville Mill on a Feature Grain Day, you 
have experienced grinding demonstrations of a specific grain 

accompanied by baked samples made from that particular flour.  
In 2024, all Feature Grain Days will highlight grinding demos and 
samples of grains not normally part of our grain line up. These 
different grains will be milled one day only during the 2024 season.  
The limited edition flour will be offered for sale until it is 
gone. The featured grains for 2024: Durum Wheat, Barley,  
Triticale, and Blue Corn.BY COURTNEY FRANKE, MILL MANAGER

One of the earliest culti-
vated grains. Cultivation 
began 10,000 years ago. 
The food industry uses 
barley for malt in beer and 
vinegar production. Barley 
flour is good in cookies, 
muffins, quick breads and 
pie crusts. Barley is a good 
source of protein, dietary 
fiber, thiamin, magnesium,  
and manganese.

A relatively new grain 
hybrid. It is a cross between 
wheat and rye. Experimen-
tation with triticale started 
in the 1800s. Triticale takes 
advantage of the high yield 
potential of wheat and the 
hardiness of rye. Flour uses 
include bread, crackers, 
and pie crusts. Triticale is 
a good source of protein, 
phosphorous magnesium,  
and manganese.

One of several varieties of 
Flint Corn. Blue Corn is grown 
mostly in the southwestern 
United States and Mexico. 
Blue Corn has a lower glyce-
mic index than Yellow Corn. 
It also has a slightly higher 
protein content. Blue corn-
meal can be used in any 
recipe calling for yellow or 
white cornmeal. It is particu-
larly well suited for making 
tortillas, chips, and atole  
(a hot, corn-based beverage).
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O ver the past year, staff and volunteers at Ox Bow County 
Park have been busy seeking donors and coordinating 

work days to make improvements to the Ox Bow Flying Disc 
Sanctuary. This fundraising endeavor is being led by volun-
teer and disc golf aficionado Jason Samuel, who helped raise 
more than $15,000 to support the renovation of the 24-hole 
course that was opened in 1989. In addition, the Commu-
nity Foundation of Elkhart County recently granted $10,200 
towards the project.

The Ox Bow Disc Golf Sanctuary has truly been a volunteer 
led initiative from the start when Dan Shenk and Jim 
Ingold approached the Elkhart County Park Board in the 

late 80s to create a course for the Michiana community. 
Hundreds of people use the course each month year-round, 
and it is home to many fundraising tournaments for the 
community.

The Flying Disc Sanctuary is receiving a facelift with new 
baskets, larger concrete pads, modern signage, as well as 
other repairs and alterations. Donors will have their names 
placed near the hole they sponsored. A "Biggest Disc Golf 
Weekend" on August 16‒18 will celebrate the 35th anniver-
sary of the Sanctuary, and the accomplishments of the  
community and staff who worked to improve this well-loved 
disc golf course.

A T  O X  B O W
B Y  R O N D A  D E C A I R E ,  D I R E C T O RB Y  R O N D A  D E C A I R E ,  D I R E C T O R

3 5  Y E A R S 
D I S C  G O L F  C E L E B R A T E S

PAST &  PRESENT  
 V O L U N T E E R S
D a n  S h e n k  ( l e f t )  a n d  J i m 
I n g o l d  ( r i g h t )  a r e  j o i n e d 
b y  Ja s o n S a m u e l  (c e n t e r )
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E LKHARTLKHART COUNTYCOUNTY is blessed with an abundance 
of rivers, lakes, and streams, and reminders of 
how these waterways have shaped our region 

are everywhere. Even the names of our county and its 
largest city are named after one – the “Elkhart” River.

THE ELKHART RIVER
From the high ground, the river may seem deceptively 
small, but for those who take the time to trace its 
winding corridors, canals, and tributaries, the raw 
power of this life-giving waterway is clear. What the 
river makes up for in depth is nearly 700 square miles 
of water draining into the St. Joseph River Watershed.  
The Elkhart River enters the county from the southeast 
and flows northwest until it reaches the confluence 
with the St. Joseph River in downtown Elkhart.

The Elkhart River has always been an important 
resource for the region, with historical and cultural 
connections that run deep. The Miami and Potawatomi 
peoples hunted, traveled, and lived along its bountiful 
banks. As pioneers arrived and settlements grew, 
farmsteads and fledgling industries worked to harness 
the power of the river for milling and transportation. 
Remnants of these bygone eras are still visible in the 
landscape at sites like Benton and Baintertown in River 
Preserve County Park. Fragments of the Wyland family 
mills – some of the first in the county – can be seen 
along the canals of River Preserve. Zipping south on 
US-33, commuters may also pass the historic site of 
the Benton Ford “Gateway of Pioneers”, without ever 
realizing it. A historic landmark just south of Goshen 
at the Benton Landing marks the crossing site on the 
“Old Ft. Wayne Road.”

The Elkhart County Parks is fortunate to be stewards 
of several properties along the Elkhart River, including 
River Preserve County Park and Ox Bow County Park.

THE RIVER TODAY
The stretch of the river between the Cities of Goshen 
and Elkhart is a paddler's dream. The swift current, 
tree-lined corridors, and abundant wildlife bring a 
the feeling of solitude and adventure in an urban 
setting. Paddlers can put in upstream at a Goshen 
City Park, float down to Ox Bow County Park, then 
on downstream to the Elkhart Environmental Center, 
and finally, into one of several Elkhart City Parks.  
This stretch of river from Goshen to Elkhart provides 
a multitude of trip options.

The only thing standing in the way, or in this case, 
floating in the way, was what was dubbed “the mother 
of all log jams” by local paddlers.

THE JAM
The natural course of the river in this area with its tight 
or “Ox Bow” curves, the increase in the quantity or 
flow of water and the devastation wrought to a local 
tree species by the invasive emerald ash borer have 
been theorized to be contributors to the increasing 
size and frequency of log jams on the river. 

The log jam just downstream of Ox Bow Park bound-
aries had been building up for decades, but by the 
spring of 2021, calls and questions on the log jam 
started trickling in.

The Indiana DNR defines a log jam as “restricting the 
flow or conveyance of natural streams and ditches 
which can cause increased flooding, destruction 
of property and wildlife habitat, and erosion and  
sedimentation.” While we didn’t experience wide 
scale flooding from this log jam, it did pose a huge 
safety hazard for folks recreating on the river, and 
altered habitat with erosion. Temporarily, the parks 
department installed warning signage and provided 
an alternate portage route, as well as closing the Ox 
Bow Park launch to downstream paddlers. In early 
2023, park admin staff called a meeting with our fellow 
education, recreation, and other stakeholders on the 
Elkhart River asking for advice and a plan to tackle this 
collective problem. The Elkhart County commission-
ers responded swiftly with their willingness to help, 
which was followed by the county council's support. 
Park staff worked together with neighbors and an 
experienced contractor to implement and execute a 
plan to remove the log jam and debris and reopened 
the river for safe passage this past fall.

THE VISION
The value of the Elkhart River is clear. In a post-
pandemic world, outdoor exploration has become 
increasingly valued, and with the expansion of 
paddling, fishing, and other forms of water recreation, 
the drive to explore our natural places will only 
continue to grow. The Elkhart County Parks' mission 
is “Inspiring Connections with Culture and Nature.”  
We strive to fulfill this by preserving and maintaining 
park land, developing and delivering hundreds of 
programs and events for thousands of residents, and 
by activating our green and blueways. See you on 
the river!

L O G 
J A M
L O G 
J A M
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NEW STAFF 
SPOTLIGHT

•  S A R A H  G O T H E  •
In t e r p r e t i v e  Na t ur a l i s t

H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u 
worked in  the  f ie ld 
o f  N a t u r e  /  P a r k s ?
People have been paying me  
to be outdoors for 9 years.

If you could be a tree, 
which would you be?
An Osage Orange so I could  
eat chainsaws.

What's one thing you 
look forward to at the 
Elkhart County Parks?
I’m ready to observe one place 
for a really long time and notice 
subtle changes of the land, flora, 
and fauna. Being able to share 
that with others gives me hope.

D o  y o u  h a v e  a 
m e m o r a b l e  p a r k 
i n t e r a c t i o n ?
Along the Appalachian Trail, 
I noticed a large tree that was 
hollowed out at the base. For some 
reason, I was inclined to inspect 
the decay closer. On my hands 
and knees, I peered up inside the 
hollow. While the tree still looked 
very much alive on the exterior, 
the interior of the trunk was a 
cavity tall enough for a person to 
stand up in. So that’s just what I 
did. Contorting my body through 
the hole at the base, I was able 
to stand upright inside the tree. 
Standing there in the dark musk, 
the cavity was a sound amplifier 
for my heartbeat recovering from 
the struggle to enter into the 
secret portal of becoming a tree. 

WE  HAVE  S O M E  N E W FAC ES  H ERE  AT  T H E  PARKS ! 

RECENTLY,  WE CAUGHT UP WITH TWO OF OUR NEWEST 

S TA F F  T O  G E T  T O  K N OW  T H EM  A  L I T T L E  B E T T ER .

VOLUNTEER
– DAYS –

Take  par t  i n  a  s pec ia l 
event or work day for a fun 
and rewarding way to get 
outside and g ive back to 
the Elkhart County Parks.

2 0 2 4 
L I N E U P

APR 20
EARTH DAY  

GARDEN CLEANUP
DeFries [ 10 AM  – 12 PM  ]

MAY 4
COBUS GARDEN 

CLEANUP
Cobus [ 10 AM  – 12 PM  ]

MAY 25
BENTON CANAL 

CLEANUP
Benton Spillway [ 10 AM  – 12 PM  ]

JUN 30
BENTON CANAL 

CLEANUP
Benton Spillway [ 2 PM  –   5 PM  ]

AUG 10
CORSON CLEANUP
Corson [ 10 AM  – 12 PM  ]

OCT 12
DEFRIES GARDEN 

CLEANUP
DeFries [ 10 AM  – 12 PM  ]

NOV 16
BOOT LAKE  

BITTERSWEET REMOVAL
Boot Lake [ 10 AM  – 12 PM  ]

LEARN MORE
ELKHARTCOUNTYPARKS.ORG/VOLUNTEER

H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u 
worked in  the  f ie ld 
o f  N a t u r e  /  P a r k s ?
I’ve happily worked in this 
field since October of 1995.

If you could be a tree, 
which would you be?
A Red Oak. They are long-
lived, steady, and sturdy.

What's one thing you 
look forward to at the 
Elkhart County Parks?
There’s a lot to look forward to...
working with the amazing staff and 
being immersed in the beauty of 
the property and nature’s design.

D o  y o u  h a v e  a 
m e m o r a b l e  p a r k 
i n t e r a c t i o n ?
My favorite projects have been 
taking a forgotten and broken 
space and making it better and 
more accessible for the public’s 
enjoyment. A specific example 
would be replacing a walking 
bridge in a park, creating access 
and space for engagement with 
the beauty of our natural spaces.

•  D A V I D  S T O R Y  •
O x  B o w  P a r k  M a n a g e r
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Reserve

FOR PARK INFORMAT ION & HOURS ,  SEE PAGE 3
* UNAVAIL ABLE DEC .1– MARCH 14

Let nature's beauty brighten your next 
group gathering! We've got the space 
– all that's left is to bring some good  
food and good company to enjoy it with.

E L K H A R T C O U N T Y P A R K S . O R G / R E S E R V E 
Book Your Cozy Spot

...Find  your 
Nature Nook p
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ELKHART COUNTY PARKS
211 W. LINCOLN AVE,

GOSHEN, IN 46526-3280
PARKSINFO@ELKHARTCOUNTY.COM


