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H AV E  S H O R T  L E G S  A N D  L O N G  B O D I E S .  T H E Y  M O V E  L I K E  A N  A C C O R D I O N  – 
T H E I R  B A C K  F E E T  L A N D  W H E R E  T H E I R  F R O N T  F E E T  S T E P P E D  A S  T H E Y  B O U N D .

S H O R T  L E G S  A N D  R O U N D  B O D I E S .  T H E I R  W A L K I N G  P A T T E R N  R E S E M B L E S 
WA D D L I N G ,  W I T H  A N  A LT E R N AT E  S I D E -T O - S I D E  M O T I O N .  WA D D L E R S  A P P E A R  T O 
MOV E  ONE  S IDE  OF  T HE IR  B ODY A ND T HE N  T HE  O T HE R S IDE  W HE N T HE Y  WA L K ,  A S 
T HOU GH T HE  F R ON T  A ND  B AC K F O O T  A R E  C ONNE C T E D  BY  A N  IM AGIN A RY  S T R ING .

SPECIES :  OT T ERS & WE ASELS

S P E C IE S :  R AC C O ONS ,  B E AV E R S , 
OP OS SUMS ,  MUSK R AT S ,  SKUNKS

HOPPERS MOVE BY PL ACING T HE IR RE AR F EE T  SL IGH T LY AHE AD OF  T HE IR F RON T 
FEE T  AND PUSHING OFF SO T HE IR FRON T FEE T  L AND F IRS T,  AND T HE IR BACK FEE T 
L AND IN FRON T.  T HE IR HOPPING PAT T ERN IS SOME T IMES CALLED "LE AP-FROGGING".S P E C IE S :  R A BBI T S ,  S QUIRRE L S , 

CHIPMUNKS & MICE

IN  WINTER ,  WILDLIFE  LE AVE  STORIES  IN  THE  SNOW WITH EVERY STEP  THE Y TAKE .  E ACH TRACK 
IS  A  MYS T ERY  WAI T I N G  T O  B E  RE VE AL ED .  O N  YO U R  N E X T  O U T D O O R  ADVEN T U RE ,  USE  T H IS 
GUIDE  TO CRACK SOME OF  THESE  COLD CASES AND REVE AL  THE  CRIT TERS BEHIND THE  CLUES .
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T RO T T ERS MOVE WI T H A SMOO T H Z IG-Z AGGING PAT T ERN .  M AN Y T RO T T ERS 
CONSERVE ENERGY BY L ANDING THEIR BACK FEE T IN THE TR ACKS WHERE THEIR 
FRON T FEE T  PRE VIOUSLY FELL .  T HIS S IMPLE LEF T-RIGH T PAT T ERN GIVES T HE 
ILLUSION OF ONLY T WO FEE T LE AVING BEHIND T R ACKS ,  AND IS E ASY TO SP OT.

S P E C I E S :  C AT ,  D O G ,  C O Y O T E , 
F O X ,  D E E R ,  &  L A R G E  B I R D S .

SPECIES :  VOLE

IN DEEP SNOW, VOLES PREFER TO REMAIN BENE AT H T HE SURFACE IN T UNNELS . 
AS THE SNOW MELT S ,  THESE WINDING ,  SNAKE-L IKE T UNNELS BECOME E XPOSED.

CANINES AND CATS CAN BE TOUGH TO PICK APART. HERE'S 
SOME F IELD MARKS T O HELP YOU GE T A PAWS-I T IVE ID .

SLIGHT GAP BE T WEEN 
TOP & BOT TOM TOES 

( NO OVERL AP)

STAR-SHAPED 
NEGAT IVE SPACE 
BE T WEEN PADS

FUZZ Y PAWS 
SOF TEN TRACKS

NARROW PAD 
SHAPED L IKE   
BOOMERANG

BLUNT CLAWS OFTEN VISIBLE

NO CLE AN GAP BE T WEEN 
TOP & BOT TOM TOES 
( SHOWS OVERL AP)

L ARGE ROUND TOES   
ALWAYS SPL AY OUT WARD

SHORT WIDE 
PALM PAD 

NO CLAW MARKS

T WO BUMPS 
AT TOP OF PAD

PROPORTIONALLY 
L ARGE PALM PADS

T HR E E  B UMP S AT 
BOT TOM OF PAD

C-SHAPED NEGAT IVE 
SPACE BE T WEEN PADS

STAR-SHAPED 
NEGAT IVE SPACE 
BE T WEEN PADS

THREE BUMPS AT 
BOT TOM OF PAD

NARROWER 
PAW COMPARED TO 

OTHER CANINES

SHARP OUTER 
CLAWS HARD TO SEE

SHARP MIDDLE 
CLAWS OFTEN 

POINT INWARD 
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